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Katharine Howard had erred much for love,
and had erred more for ambition, but taking a
human view of the whole circumstances of her life,
and of the personality of the man she married, she
is surely more worthy of pity than condemnation.
Only a few days after her death we learn from
Chapuys (25th February) that " the King has been
in better spirits since the execution, and during
the last three  days before Lent there has been
much feasting.    Sunday was devoted to the lords
of his Council and courtiers, Monday to the men
of the law, Tuesday to the ladies, who all slept at
the Court.   The King himself did nothing but go
from room  to  room  ordering and arranging the
lodgings to be prepared for these ladies, and he
made them great and hearty cheer, without showing
special affection for any particular one.    Indeed,
unless Parliament prays him to take another wife,
he will not be in a hurry to do so, I think.    Besides,
there are few, if any, ladies now at Court who
would aspire to such an honour;  for by a new Act
just passed, any lady that the King may marry,
if she be a subject, is bound, on pain of death,
to declare any charge of misconduct that can be
brought against her;  and all who know or suspect
anything against her must declare it within twenty
days,   on   pain   of   perpetual   imprisonment   and
confiscation/1   Henry, with five unsuccessful matri-
monial adventures to his account, might well pause
before taking another plunge;   though, from the
extract printed above, it was evident that he had
no desire to put himself out of the way of temptation.
The only course upon which he seemed quite deter-
mined was to resist all the blandishments of the